“No one who sets a hand to the plow
and looks to what was left behind

is fit for the Kingdom of God.”
Luke 9:62

| wish everyone a joyful Independence Day. Undoubtedly, our week will be
filled with great joy and many gatherings. Hopefully, everyone will find time to
relax and unwind with friends and family. | enjoy this time of year as it brings with
it a much more relaxed pace of life. Please remember to say a prayer for our
country and all those who serve, and have served, to keep us a free people. Most
especially, pray that our religious liberty and freedoms are upheld and honored as
guaranteed us by our Constitution. Our religious freedom is under great attack
today, mo st especially in our St ate of
assistance now more than ever. Please note our parish office will be closed on
Thursday, July 4™ and Friday, July 5™, for the holiday. Our Mass on July 4™ will be
at 9:00 a.m. in the morning, a little later than our usual time. We will return to our
regular schedule of daily Masses on Friday even though our office will be closed
for the day. Thank you for noting our holiday schedule.

At this time of year, most priests realize a harried end of matters financial as
June 30 brings the end of our fiscal year. This June has been a busy month
around our parish. The staff has been working diligently to organize things for the
new fiscal year in order to provide spiritual growth for all of us. | am reminded of
the dedication of good people who provide a welcoming home here at Lakes. | am
most grateful to all who volunteer in any way to make this a wonderful and active
parish of hope. These are exciting times around our parish and | believe God has
wonderful things in store for our future. So, let us continue along this path and
pray for Goddés daily blessings on our e
we all deserve a relaxing rest so enjoy.

Our Gospel passage this Sunday is all about our dedication to God. Our God
is a very jealous God and wants our entire and undivided attention. Of course,
once we give Him our attention he allows us the opportunity to keep things in
perspective. In fact, | found things become even more manageable and fulfilling
when we devote our lives to His service. Once we make the decision to follow The
Christ unreservedly we need to forge ahead with great devotion and without
counting the cost whatever it may be. So, be fit for the Kingdom of God and look
to what is to come, not to what is left behind.
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God Bless and have a great week!
Fr. Scott

Thought fortheweek: Freedom: a right, a privileg
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FR. CHRI STOP
CONTEMPLATION

Happy Sunday!

This week as a nation we celebrate the Fourth of
July, we celebrate our freedom as a nation. This
freedom, as we know, has come at a great cost.
Many men and women have given their lives to
provide this freedom we celebrate. In our second
reading, St. Paul speaks about our freedom in Christ.
Jesus has given His life for us on the cross that we
might find freedom in Him. Our freedom from sin is
found in His sacrifice of love. As we know sin, our
desire for things that are not of God is what keeps us
from heaven.

As disciples of Christ, we are to live by the Spirit.
To stand tall and not submit again to slavery. In these
words, St. Paul speaks about how we are to live free
from the desires of the flesh, from worldly allurements,
and self-desire. St. Paul also reminds usthatfi F o r
flesh has desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so
that you may not dr'bis isveh toe
heart of our Christian life; to live in the freedom of
Christ by following the guidance and prompting of the
Spirit, over our desires.

In the Gospel, Jesus encounters three believers
who desire to follow Him. Jesus reminds the first
disciple that the Son of Man does not have a place to
rest His head. Christ is not meant for this world, but
rather for a heavenly dwelling. To the second and
third disciples, Jesus invites them to come and follow
him. They desire to follow Christ, but first, have a few
things they need to do. So often we too can find
ourselves in this place where we prioritize other things
before following Christ.
pray more, | will give of my time, talent, and treasure
as soon as | € or starti
next mont h, I 61 1 make mor

As Christians, we often allow our focus to waver
from Christ and heaven. As Jesus points out in the
Gospel, we must not allow ourselves to be caught up
in the things of the flesh, rather we are to keep our
gaze on God. Like one at the plow, we are to keep
our eyes fixed ahead, not on the things behind us; not
on the things of the past, our previous shortcomings,
our sins, and the moments where we have failed to
keep our focus on Christ. Instead, we are to be in the
present moment, to stand tall at the plow with the
Spirit.  With our sights set on Christ, let us live in a
way that is dAafit for the
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H E R @Lt@ Pence Collection
Be a Witness of

Charity

Today is the Peterds Pen
collection that supports the charitable works of Pope
Francis. Funds from this collection help victims of war,
oppression, and natural disasters. Take this opportunity
to join with Pope Francis and be a witness of charity to
our suffering brothers and sisters. Please be generous
today. For more information, visit www.uscch.org/peters-
pence.

5th SUNDAY
FAMILY ROSARY SERVIC E

he Knights of Columbus is hosting a 5th
Sunday Rosary Service at 2:00pm on Sunday,
June 30th in the Church. We will have Guides to Praying
the Rosary and Rosary Rings available for anyone that
¥e8d¥ the. PBake jofh us as we pray for our Priests.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

o
July 29" through August 2"
9:00am to Noon
$30 per child
Ages 4yr to 5" grade

visit ollonline.org for registration
forms and to volunteer

ingdom of God. 0o
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are in need of volunteers to take communion to the
homebound. We have one parishioner that lives in the
Waterford area that needs to have communion brought to
their home.

We are also in need of a volunteer to make welcome
phone calls to new parish members. We call new
parishioners to welcome them to the parish and ask them if
they have any questions or needs regarding our parish.

Please contact Artha Horowitz at 248-623-0274 or
artha.horowitz@ollonline.org

PRAYER SHAWLS

Do you have a family member or a friend that could use
the grace of a prayer shawl? We have a supply of prayer
shawls at the parish center that can be given to a family
member in need of prayers. We supply the shawls with
prayers to those suffering from grief, illness or other life
situations that can be helped with the comfort of knowing
others are praying for them. Please contact Artha Horowitz
at 248-623-0274 or artha.horowitz@ollonline.org if you need
a prayer shawl.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
APRIL UPDATE

During the month of April, Our Lady
of the Lakes St. Vincent de Paul wrote
checks totaling $6,153.31 and made
deposits of $7,113.30. We made 43 phone calls, had
6 interviews in the Parish Center, made 5 home visits
and helped over 75 people. We were able to help a
parishioner that lost their job after 25 years and had a
hard time finding employment because of her age.
She has her special needs brother living with her and
needed help because her house was in foreclosure.
When you make a donation to St. Vincent de Paul
these are the kinds of situations that you are helping
with.  Thank you to our parish family for your
continued support.

We could not help those in need without you.

HEARING DEVICES
AVAILABLE

Those who are hard of hearing may borrow a
listening device for use during Mass. These
devices are available in the sacristy before Mass
and are to be returned after Mass.

LIFE REMODELED
2019 CLEAN UP/FIX UP PROJECT

For the last several years the students from our school
have joined thousands of volunteers throughout metro
Detroit to clean up blighted neighborhoods. This year the
hope is that members of our parish will join them on
Thursday, August 8th  from 9:00am i 1:00pm in this effort.
Volunteers must be at least 14 years of age and it is a great
opportunity for all of our college students to join us before
you head back to school. The goal is to clean up a
neighborhood, haul trash and recycle hundreds of
discarded tires, bottles and cans. Abandoned buildings will
be boarded up and substantial underbrush and weeds will
be cut to improve the safety of the neighborhood in the
Boston Edison area. Please contact Artha Horowitz at 248-
623-0274 to sign up.

Join us homecoming weekend on Sunday,
September 29 for a round of golf at Fountains Golf &
Banquet Center, Clarkston. Outing and hole
sponsorship opportunities are available. The Harry
Miller Classic is named in memory of Our Lady of the
Lakes teacher, administrator, and golf coach, Harry
Miller. Miller retired from Lakes in 2014 after 35 years.
He passed away this May 2019 at the age of 67.




