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Thoughts from Fr. Scott

This weekend we welcome Fr. Rouleau to our community to preach our annual mission appeal.
Father Rouleau ministers in Haiti and brings the Word of God to the community there. This work is
wonderfully important as we spread the Gospel and the work he does there is something we should
all support. While our prayers are most helpful our financial support is also necessary to the
ministry conducted by Fr. Rouleau. This is our opportunity to make a contribution to the work done
in Haiti. Please be generous, as you always are, to this collection. Thank you in advance for your
kind support and welcome Fr. Rouleau in our grand Laker style.

Wednesday, August 15" is the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into
Heaven and a Holy Day of Obligation for Catholics. Masses will be celebrated at 9:00am and
7:00pm on Wednesday. Obviously, it is a wonderful time for us to honor our Blessed Mother and
praise God for her wonderful example of faith and humility. So, please plan on joining us for Mass
on Wednesday to fulfill your obligation.

On August 4™ the Church celebrated the feast day of St. John Vianney. St. John Vianney is
the patron saint of parish priests and the model of priestly life. He gained strength from the prayers
of his flock; prayers all priests need in these days. You may want to send a note of thanks, support
or notice to a priest who has impacted your life in a positive manner. Too often, priests do not
receive a kind word of gratitude for all they give to the Church, the people of God. Sending a note
of joy and thanks is one simple way to help support a priest. So, pray and think about a priest who
has done something wonderful for you in the past. It may even be as simple as remembering a
good homily that helped you get through the day or week. Then, send a note or make a phone call
and tell him how much you appreciate him. It may just lift a simple priestly Spirit and bring great joy
to a man who might need a kind word of support. No, you do not have to write a note to me, this is
not what | am seeking. | am simply asking for your prayers of support for priests in general and
someone from your past who may have impacted your life positively through priestly ministry.
Pray, think and act, it is a wonderful way to live the Christian life in great joy.

In the coming months, we will be starting up our RCIA group for the coming year. The Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults is the process by which we receive people formally into our Catholic
Church. Folks who want to become Catholic from another faith or Catholics needing to complete
full initiation in the Church, through Confirmation or First Eucharist, are encouraged to join the
RCIA and learn about the faith. Any adult seeking to be received into the Church should contact us
to fill out the paperwork and receive further information. A number of people have already
expressed an interest in the group for the coming year. An invitation is being extended to any and
all who wish to formally become a member of the Catholic Church. Through this process, we learn
about the major tenets of our faith in inspiring and well-founded ways. If you are interested, or
know someone else who is, | encourage you to contact the parish office and we can discuss it from
there.

As we continue with our reading of John, chapter 6, we come to know the beauty of the
Eucharist and our response to this most wonderful gift. As our scriptures communicate to us, we
have a responsibility to live life in a manner worthy of the call we have received. Since God gives
us this gift, we have a responsibility to bring His gift of life to others. This is what the apostle
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on giving even when we do not know how it works. In truth and charity, we are called to live in
community with one another. Our movement toward this end is the exterior reflection of our interior
disposition. In other words, how we live our lives will speak volumes to others about who we

Continued on page 2



