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Thoughts from Fr. Scott

Fr. Brian has received his new assignment from the Archbishop beginning on July 1, 2018. We
will certainly miss him and the devoted ministry he conducts here at Our Lady of the Lakes. He will
move on to study Sacred Scripture for the next four years and then most likely return to teach at
Sacred Heart Major Seminary. | wish him all the best as | am sure everyone does. We also heard
word from the Archbishop that a newly ordained priest will be joining our community on July 1% as
well. Deacon Chris Muer will be ordained a priest on May 19, 2018 and then begin his assignment
with us on July 1%. As he becomes Fr. Chris Muer we should pray for him and welcome him with
open arms and willing heart. May God be with and bless both Fr. Brian and Deacon Chris Muer as
they serve and prepare to serve here at Lakes.

Next weekend, Bishop Don Hanchon will join us to confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on our
young people. He will celebrate the Sacrament with our young people at 10am next Saturday
morning. We have a wonderful group of young people receiving the sacrament and | ask everyone to
remember them in prayer. Pray for all the people who devote their lives to educating our young
people in the ways of the faith as well.

Throughout the month of April, we will be celebrating the first Holy Communion at all of our
weekend liturgies. This is the group of children most commonly in second grade or around the age of
seven. There are older children receiving for the first time as well. All of the young people are
excited in proclaiming their love for God. | am always invigorated and renewed to see someone
receive the Lord for the first time in the Eucharist. In particular, this act of our young people reminds
me just how special the Eucharist is and compels me to be most reverent during Mass. Please join
me in praying for our children who are joining us at the Eucharistic table this month. These are very
exciting and joyful celebrations. Congratulations to everyone receiving the Lord for the first time.
May the Lord give you all many Graces and inspire you to be wonderful children of God.

| find it spiritually appropriate to celebrate the sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Eucharist, and
Confirmation during the Easter season. The sign and symbol of celebrating these sacraments in
such close proximity to each other with Easter reminds us of their close connection to the
Resurrection. These Sacraments of Initiation renew us and remind us of our special relationship in
Christ. Remembering our own excitement and joy at receiving these sacraments should prompt us to
act justly in the world by proclaiming Jesus Christ Crucified and Resurrected: the sign of our
salvation. Please congratulate all of these students and pray that God will inspire them to live holy
lives of Grace.
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formed and to make peace. These are its consequences. Christianity is a person, a person lifted up
on the cross. A person who emptied himself to save us. He took on sin. And so just as in the desert
sin was lifted up, here God made man was lifted up for us. . . . One cannot understand Christianity
without understanding this profound humiliation of the Son of God, who humbled himself and made
himself a servant unto death on the cross. Thanks to the mercy of God, we glory in Christ Crucified.
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| found these words of Pope Francis to be simple yet profound. They are a very good reflection for us
in these days of Easter. To remind us that Jesus destroyed death by His cross. The crucifix is a
profound image that should always be before us to remind us of the generous Love of God and who it
is that gained eternal life for us.

God Bless and have a great week!
Fr. Scott
Thought for the week : Full, active and new life along with full initiation
are the foundations of Easter joy!



